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( Description: 

Discoaster perclarus HAY, 1967 
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Frcs. 11, 12- Discoaster perclarus 1-IAY, n. sp. 11. Holotype UI-H-3759, 
KR 23425 (Type locality of the Globorotalia menardii Zone), Trinidad; 12. Para
type UI-H-3760, San San Clay, San San Bay, Jamaica. Light micrographs, 

phase contrast illumination, 2000 x. 

Discoaster 
perclarus 

Diagnosis: Asterolith with six thin, delicate rays; rays bifurcating into thin terminal segments 
subequal in length to the inner part of the ray; central disc hexagonal, sculptured. 

Description: The rays of this species are exceedingly thin and delicate; they bifurcate peri
pherically at an angle of 120° into two segments each almost as long as the inner part of the ray. 
The central disc has a hexagonal outline, the sides of the hexagon distinctly separating the bases 
of the rays. The central disc is sculptured so that a six rayed star-like pattern is seen within 
it in phase contrast illumination. 

Diameter of holotype: 
Diameter of para type: 

Remarks: 

15 fL· 
11 fL· 

This species is most closely related to Discoaster challengeri, BRAMLETTE & RIEDEL, from which 
it appears to have arisen. It differs from Discoaster challengeri in having thinner, more deli
cate rays, with longer terminal bifurcations, and in possessing a distinct, sculptured central 
disc. 

Type level: 

Globorotalia menardii Zone (Type locality), Miocene. 

Distribution: This species is found only in the Globorotalia menm·dii Zone m Trinidad. It 
also occurs in abundance in the San San Clay of Jamaica. 

FARINACCI 1970 - III/143 



Type locality: 

Ditch on the east side of the road leading from Lengua Settlement to Cipero~Ste. Croix, 
about 150 feet from the road junction in Lengua Settlement, about one mile south of Princes 
Town, south Trinidad. N : 208900 links; E : 413600 links (KR 23425 of Bolli, 1957b). 

Depository: 

Department of Geology, University of Illinois, U.S.A. Holotype: UI~H~3759; paratype: 
UI~H~3760. 

Author: 

Hay W. W. in Hay, Mohler, Roth, Schmidt and Boudreaux, 1967, p. 452; pl. 4, figs. 11-12. 

Reference: 

Calcareous Nannoplankton Zonation of the Cenozoic of the Gulf Coast and Caribbean~Antil
lean Area and Transoceanic Correlation. Gulf Coast Assoc. Geol. Societies, Transactions, 
vol. 17, pp. 428-480, pls. 1-13. 
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